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Weaving Basics
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Weaving is an ancient craft thousands of years old.  It is a method of inter-
lacing two separate yarns or threads at right angles to create a “fabric” or shape.

A vertical thread or yarn is the “warp” and the horizontal one is the “weft”.  
A loom is the structure that holds the warp yarns in place while the weft yarn 
is pulled through them in an alternating “over and under” action.

Our Adjustable Loom and Tools are a great way to learn just how easy and 
creative this craft can be.  After completing just one or two basic projects you 
will be well on your way to discovering the exciting world of “fiber arts”.

Introduction to weaving:

SUPPLIES:
Included in each package is the adjustable loom, screws, tapestry needle, 

shuttle, weaving comb, and shed stick.  

YARNS:

Weaving uses two different types of yarns.  One is the warp thread or cord 
and the second is the “filler” yarn.

WARP THREAD:   
It is important to select a strong thread or yarn that does not stretch to warp 

your loom. This gives a firm base to your weaving so it will hold its shape when 
taken off the loom.  Some good choices are:   Crochet thread,  thin beading 
cord, perle cotton, small macramé cord,  wool or cotton sport weight (dk) yarns.
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FILLER YARNS:
Almost any type or weight of yarn can be used as the horizontal filler thread. 

For the first project or two it is recommended that wool and cotton yarns be 
used to allow for a good grip on the warp and an even pattern established 
while learning the basic techniques.   Worsted weight acrylic or wool knitting 
yarns are excellent first time, inexpensive choices.  As your skill progresses you 
will discover that almost any type of fibers and materials can be used, includ-
ing ribbons, rovings, fabric strips, and novelty textured yarns.

SCISSORS:  
Any type that will neatly cut the yarns.

DARNING / TAPESTRY NEEDLES
CROCHET HOOK:
This is needed to “weave in “ the ends of the yarns left when changing colors 

and types of weft yarns within the work.

MOUNTING MATERIALS:
Once your weaving is completed you will need a way to hang or display 

your finished piece.  Some options include metal rods, wooden dowels, found 
objects, twigs….anything sturdy enough to support the weight of your weaving.
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STEP 2: WARPING THE LOOM
Pull off approximately 12 – 15 yards of the warp thread of your choice,  and 

wind it into a small ball for easy handling.

Starting at the left side of the loom tie a double knot on your first notch. Pass 
the warp thread straight down to the bottom notch of the loom, bring the 
thread around to the top again. Continue  to wrap the warp thread from left 
to right through the top and bottom notches all the way to the right side. Make 
sure that the warp thread is hooking into the notches. ( Fig. 2 )   On your last 
pass to the top, tie another double knot. ( Fig 3 ) Your loom is now warped 
and ready to weave.

STEP 1: LOOM ASSEMBLY
This loom can adjust to create a working space 

from 15 inches square, to 15 by 2 inches. Set the 
bars to the desired height and screw it in, wing-nuts 
in the back. The center alignment arrows on the top 
and bottom bar should be pointing to each other.
(Fig.1)

15”

GETTING STARTED

FIG. 1

FIG. 2 FIG. 3
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The shed stick:

The Shuttle:

Insert your shed by weaving over one warp thread, and under the next until 
you reach the end. (Fig. 4-5) You will use the shed stick to pass yarn through 
your warp threads by Turning the shed stick to the “up” position. (Fig. 6)

Pull off a 2-3 yard length of your first yarn choice and hold or tape the end 
against the shuttle. (Fig. 7) Then, wind the yarn onto the shuttle in a figure 8 
motion, alternating from the left to right side. (Fig. 8-9) 

TAPESTRY NEEDLE
The “tapestry needle” is great for detail work, and 

accent yarns. To use, pull off a yard length of your first yarn 
choice and tie one end to the eye of the needle. (Fig.10)

FIG. 4

FIG. 5

FIG. 7 FIG. 8 FIG. 9

FIG. 10

FIG. 6
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STEP 2 :BEGIN WEAVING
Now that your loom is warped, you can begin to weave in the weft yarns 

you have chosen.  The most basic technique is an “even or plain  weave”, in 
which the weft yarn is pulled through the warp threads in an alternating  one-
over-one-under pattern.

Put your shed stick in the up position, and pass the wound shuttle through 
the space between the warp threads. (Fig. 11) Pull the shuttle gently to the left 
until the full length of the weft yarn is through all the warp threads, leaving a 
3” tail  of  yarn remaining on the right side. With your weaving comb, push the 
weft yarn down evenly, this “first pass”,  so it lays neatly against the base bar 
of the loom. (Fig. 12) 

For the second pass, set your shed stick down and work from left to right. Pass 
the shuttle  over the first warp thread and under the second warp thread in 
the opposite one-under-one-over pattern of the row below. (Fig. 13) Continue 
in this same one over and one under pattern until the last warp thread is 
reached on the right side. Continue in this manner until you have completed all 
the rows you want in this color. Be sure to finish a full row and leave the ending 
tail at one of the sides of the loom. Repeat with as many colors as you wish. (Fig.14)

FIG. 11

FIG. 13

FIG. 12

FIG. 14
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FIG. 15 FIG. 16

DECORATIVE WEAVES

SOUMAK / BRAIDED WEAVE
A soumak weave is commonly known as the braided weave.  It adds a beau-

tiful dimension and texture to your project.   Thick, Fluffy yarns or Roving used 
for this stitch technique give the most dramatic results.

To create this weave pull off about a yard of yarn and fold a 3 inch loop on 
one end. Tuck the folded end under the 2 left side warp threads and hold the 
loop open. Grasp the other end of the weft yarn and pull it through the open 
loop. Tie the loose end to your “tapestry needle”. The first stitch is made by 
winding the yarn, in a clockwise direction around the next two warp threads to 
the right. Wrap from over the top, around the two warps, and exit to the right 
from below.  (Fig. 15) This is what gives the stitch the consistent right-hand slant.

Continue in this same manner across the entire set of warp threads, ending 
on the right side of the loom.  There will now be a row of raised diagonally 
stacked “stitches”. To return to the left side of the loom and complete the other 
side of the “braid”, work from right to left, winding in a counter-clockwise di-
rection around the two sets of adjacent warp threads. (Fig. 16) The loose ends 
on either side will be woven in later.
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RYA WEAVE / TASSELS

Weaving angles

A Rya weave is a technique used to add tassels to your weaving project.  To 
begin, cut several pieces of yarn at least twice the desired finished length of 
your tassel. Taking 2-5 strands at a time (depending on the thickness of the 
yarn) fold them together in half. Place the center of your folded yarn bundle over 
the first warp thread on the left and  the next warp thread to the right. (Fig. 17) 
Wrap the right length around the second warp thread back to front (Fig. 18). Pull 
down gently until “knot” forms at the desired position. (Fig.19) Repeat process 
for each number of tassels desired.  When finished, trim ends to desired length.

FIG. 17

Weave 2 rows of plain weave to start. (Fig. 20) Begin decreasing on your re-
turn weave by 2 warp threads  each row until you create an angle. To weave 
the negative space, you will increase your weave by 2 warp threads each row 
until you fill in the space.

FIG. 18 FIG. 19

FIG. 20 FIG. 21 FIG. 22
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After you have finished weaving the last row of your project, cut the warp 
threads, 2 or 4 at a time, as close to the top as possible (Fig.23).  DO NOT cut 
all the warp threads at once. Tie off the first two warp threads by double-knot-
ting to each other as close to the last row as possible but not so tightly as to 
distort the project (Fig. 24).  Repeat these same steps on the top and bottom 
until the weaving is no longer attached to the loom. 

TAKING OFF THE LOOM

FINISHING UP
Working with the backside of your project facing up, trim any long warp 

thread ends that may be extending beyond the edges.   Evenly trim the ends 
of any Rya Tassels and any excess yarns to within 1-2” of back of weaving. 
Using a crochet hook and/or darning needle tuck in all the ends by weaving 
tails into the back side of the woven row stitches (Fig.25-27)

FIG. 23

FIG. 25 FIG. 26 FIG. 27

FIG. 24
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MOUNTING
Your finished weavings can be easily mounted in a variety of ways.   Using a 

darning needle threaded with a thin cord or crochet thread,  sew to a dowel, 
rod or twig, using an overcast stitch (Fig. 28).  Twist a few strands of yarn to-
gether  and tie in the ends  to make a hanging loop (Fig. 29).

PROJECT IDEAS & INSPIRATION
FIG. 28 FIG. 29
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GET CONNECTED

Social Media
Facebook.com/PrimaMarketing | Instagram- @PrimaMarketing | Youtube.com/PrimaMarketingInc

Pintrest.com/PrimaMarketing | Twitter- @Prima _ Marketing | UStream.tv/Channel/PrimaFlower

Contact Information
Address: 5564 Edison Avenue, Chino, CA 91710  |  Telephone: 909.627.5532  |  Fax 909.627.4322

Email: sales@primamarketinginc.com  |  Web: PrimaMarketingInc.com  |  LiveWithPrima.net

Copyright Information
Copyright and other intellectual rights in the images and products appearing in this catalog, our 
website, or advertisements are property of Prima Marketing Inc. and they may not be copied or 

reproduced by any other party without the express written consent of Prima Marketing Inc.

© 2017 Prima Marketing Inc.


